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So what do scientists need? 

1.   Visualization tools 

2.   Simple / easy access to reliable and relevant data 

3.   Fast computation on new data 

4.   Easy comparison tools between data and models/theory  

5.  Data completeness and consistency 

6.   Reproducible data representation 
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Very important things happening underneath 



B. Merín | Science  priorities  wrap-up |  IVOA Santiago Interop 2017 | 29/10/2017 | Slide  4 

So what should we focus on? 
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We should focus on high-value developments 

Time Cost 

Scope 

Quality 
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Current scientific priorities at IVOA 

•  Time-domain astronomy: light-curves -> VOEvent and Data Models 
•  Multi-dimensional data: spectral or time cubes (sky + wavelength/frequency 

or sky + time) 

•  New priorities ? (yet to be endorsed by Exec): 

•  An IVOA portal : one single place where users will find all data 

•  TOPCAT, Aladin and other tools already implement this idea !! 
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A possible prototype idea by ESO related to the Portal 
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A possible prototype idea by ESO related to the Portal 
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Current scientific priorities at IVOA 

•  Time-domain astronomy: light-curves -> VOEvent and Data Models 
•  Multi-dimensional data: spectral or time cubes (sky + wavelength/frequency 

or sky + time) 

•  New priorities ? (yet to be endorsed by Exec): 

•  An IVOA portal : one single place where users will find all data 

•  More suggestions: 

•  Standard for science platforms? (check scienceplatfoms.slack.com) 
•  Virtual Reality/Advanced Reality standards? 
•  Other growing areas/priorities? 
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Keep up the  
good work  
and see you  
in Victoria ! 

Committee on Science Priorities : 
csp@ivoa.net 

 
Bruno.Merin@esa.int 

 @BrunoMerin 
 
 

https://goo.gl/2ALRxV 


