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IVOA Document Standard IVOA Document Standard 
ProcessProcess

Current v1.2 in Proposed Current v1.2 in Proposed 
RecommendationRecommendation
RFC period completedRFC period completed
TCG review close to TCG review close to 
completioncompletion
Should become formal Should become formal 
IVOA REC soonIVOA REC soon

Already in placeAlready in place

IVOA Document Standards Process

IAU Standards

Recommendations

Working Drafts

Notes

Proposed
Recommendations

possible IAU endorsement

PR published, 2 weeks
IVOA-wide RFC, TCG inputs, 4 weeks
TCG review and approval, 4 weeks
IVOA Exec review and approval

agreement within Working Group
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Purpose of the ProcessPurpose of the Process

Ensure visibility and transparency of the Ensure visibility and transparency of the 
processprocess

Public records at all stagesPublic records at all stages

Ensure cross check with other working groups Ensure cross check with other working groups 
and interest groups and interest groups 

Potential interdependencies with other IVOA Potential interdependencies with other IVOA 
standardsstandards

Final endorsement by the IVOA execFinal endorsement by the IVOA exec
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IVOA NoteIVOA Note

Dated, public record of an idea, Dated, public record of an idea, 
comment, practice, experience, comment, practice, experience, 
insight, advice, guideline, or insight, advice, guideline, or 
policypolicy
Free authorship, does not Free authorship, does not 
necessarily represent WG viewnecessarily represent WG view
Announced to WG, IVOAAnnounced to WG, IVOA
Published on IVOA Docs Published on IVOA Docs 
RepositoryRepository
Could evolve to a Working Draft, Could evolve to a Working Draft, 
but usually notbut usually not

NOTENOTE--MyIdeaMyIdea--1.01.0--20091108.pdf 20091108.pdf 
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PR published, 2 weeks
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agreement within Working Group
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Working Draft (1/2)Working Draft (1/2)

Chartered work item of a Chartered work item of a 
Working GroupWorking Group
Document in progress, not Document in progress, not 
yet consensus within WG, yet consensus within WG, 
IVOAIVOA
Discussed at Interop, Discussed at Interop, 
mailing list, mailing list, ““tiger teamtiger team””, , ……
Published on WG wiki pagePublished on WG wiki page

WDWD--ConciseNameConciseName--0.10.1--20081001.pdf 20081001.pdf 
WDWD--ConciseNameConciseName--0.20.2--20090501.pdf20090501.pdf
WDWD--ConciseNameConciseName--0.50.5--20091001.pdf20091001.pdf
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Working Draft (2/2)Working Draft (2/2)

WDWD--ConciseNameConciseName--0.90.9--20091015.pdf20091015.pdf

WG chair makes Announcement WG chair makes Announcement 
within WGwithin WG

Final review of 2Final review of 2--4 weeks within 4 weeks within 
WGWG
Consensus reached within WGConsensus reached within WG
2 interoperable implementations 2 interoperable implementations 
and/or validaters are strongly and/or validaters are strongly 
recommendedrecommended
WDWD--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20091101.pdf 20091101.pdf 

WG chair promotes WD to PRWG chair promotes WD to PR
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Proposed Recommendation Proposed Recommendation --
RFC (1/3)RFC (1/3)

PRPR--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20091115.pdf20091115.pdf
Published in IVOA Docs Page for Published in IVOA Docs Page for 
2 weeks2 weeks
Creation of RFC pageCreation of RFC page
WG chair announces RFC to WG chair announces RFC to 
whole whole interopinterop for 4 weeksfor 4 weeks
Comments gathered from all Comments gathered from all 
IVOA community on wiki pageIVOA community on wiki page

Including 1Including 1stst compatibility check compatibility check 
from all WG/IG chairsfrom all WG/IG chairs

Answers on wiki page and WG Answers on wiki page and WG 
mailing listmailing list
PRPR--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20091215.pdf20091215.pdf

OK => WG asks for TCG reviewOK => WG asks for TCG review
KO => back to WGKO => back to WG
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Proposed Recommendation Proposed Recommendation ––
TCG review (2/3)TCG review (2/3)

PRPR--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20091215.pdf20091215.pdf
Published in IVOA Docs PagePublished in IVOA Docs Page
Update of RFC page for TCG reviewUpdate of RFC page for TCG review
WG chair announces to TCG review for WG chair announces to TCG review for 
4 weeks4 weeks
Each WG/IG chair to final check cross Each WG/IG chair to final check cross 
compatibility with WG standardscompatibility with WG standards
Answers on wiki page and WG mailing Answers on wiki page and WG mailing 
listlist
PRPR--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20100115.pdf20100115.pdf

OK => OK => 
TCG+WG chair makes summaryTCG+WG chair makes summary
TCG+WG chair send it to EXEC for TCG+WG chair send it to EXEC for 
approvalapproval

KO => back to WGKO => back to WG

IVOA Document Standards Process

IAU Standards

Recommendations

Working Drafts

Notes

Proposed
Recommendations

possible IAU endorsement

PR published, 2 weeks
IVOA-wide RFC, TCG inputs, 4 weeks
TCG review and approval, 4 weeks
IVOA Exec review and approval

agreement within Working Group



IVOA Interop, GarchingIVOA Interop, Garching
99thth November 2009November 2009 Christophe Arviset Christophe Arviset –– TCG chairTCG chair

TCG
TCG summaryTCG summary



IVOA Interop, GarchingIVOA Interop, Garching
99thth November 2009November 2009 Christophe Arviset Christophe Arviset –– TCG chairTCG chair

TCG
Final RecommendationFinal Recommendation

PRPR--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20100115.pdf20100115.pdf
TCG approval summaryTCG approval summary

IVOA exec chair polls exec IVOA exec chair polls exec 
for approval for 2 weeksfor approval for 2 weeks
Published in IVOA Docs Published in IVOA Docs 
PagePage

OK => OK => 
IVOA exec informs Exec, IVOA exec informs Exec, 
TCG+WG chairTCG+WG chair
Document becomes IVOA Document becomes IVOA 
RecommendationRecommendation
RECREC--ConciseNameConciseName--1.0.pdf1.0.pdf

KO => back to WGKO => back to WG
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IAU EndorsementIAU Endorsement

RECREC--ConciseNameConciseName--1.01.0--20100130.pdf20100130.pdf

Formal IVOA Formal IVOA 
RecommendationRecommendation

IVOA exec may propose IVOA exec may propose 
to the IAU Commission 5 to the IAU Commission 5 
that IVOA Rec. be that IVOA Rec. be 
endorsed as IAU endorsed as IAU 
Standards Standards 
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IVOA-wide RFC, TCG inputs, 4 weeks
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agreement within Working Group
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http://www.ivoa.net/Documents/
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IVOA Documents Naming and IVOA Documents Naming and 
version numbering conventionsversion numbering conventions
Purpose : coherent and consistent naming and version Purpose : coherent and consistent naming and version 
numbering of IVOA Docsnumbering of IVOA Docs

DocTypeDocType--ConciseNameConciseName--I.JI.J--YYYYMMDD.extYYYYMMDD.ext
DocTypeDocType : NOTE, WD (Working Draft), PR (Proposed : NOTE, WD (Working Draft), PR (Proposed 
Recommendation), or REC (Recommendation)Recommendation), or REC (Recommendation)
ConciseNameConciseName : reasonable condensation of the document : reasonable condensation of the document 
titletitle
I.J : version number of the form I.J, where I and J are I.J : version number of the form I.J, where I and J are 
integers 0, 1, 2, ... 9, 10, 11, ... .integers 0, 1, 2, ... 9, 10, 11, ... .
YYYYMMDD : GMT date on which the current version of the YYYYMMDD : GMT date on which the current version of the 
document was produceddocument was produced
ext : ext : ..pdfpdf (required), (required), ..html,.dochtml,.doc
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IVOA Documents Naming and IVOA Documents Naming and 
version numbering conventionsversion numbering conventions

1st versions PRIOR to 1st REC

“Minor” update AFTER 1st REC “Major” update AFTER 1st REC
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ConclusionsConclusions

IVOA Document Standard Process is crucial for the IVOA Document Standard Process is crucial for the 
IVOAIVOA

To all : Use it !To all : Use it !
Note, Working Draft, Proposed Rec.Note, Working Draft, Proposed Rec.
Document Naming and version numbering conventionsDocument Naming and version numbering conventions

To WG chairs : remember the REC process for your To WG chairs : remember the REC process for your 
WG standard adoption !WG standard adoption !

To IVOA Doc Coordinator and TCG chair : Ensure the To IVOA Doc Coordinator and TCG chair : Ensure the 
process is followed !process is followed !


