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Social Media impact
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China-VO Work - WeChat

• In China, the social media world is a little different from other 
countries. 

• We don’t use: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc..

• We have: Weibo, WeChat, etc..

• We choose: WeChat

Messaging

Official accounts: push feeds to and   

interact with subscribers

Moments: share feeds and opinion



A Brief tour of China-VO official account

• Feeds (articles, figures, links, etc..): you can push one time a day
• Can be shared inside WeChat and also on other platform, like weibo;
• Share through two people chat, group chat, or in personal moments.

• Menu: can be designed by owner easily

• Messages: interact automatically 



About China-VO official account

First post: Sep 20, 2015 
Follower: 4383
Total posts: 178

We just want to post something for ourselves. Target group is VO member 
and partner, as a result collection or a working report.
• Post contents:

How to use China-VO platform;
Our new service;
Data release;
Cooperation;
News related to us;
Data Driven Astronomy Education and Public Outreach;
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View number
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Follower view in 7 days

CCTV documentary

NAOC-ALIYUN

WWT Contest

China-Chile WWT Book 
for Student

Astronomical 
Statistics Training

GAIA 
Dr2



Share times
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Thoughts

• As the follower number growth, viewer number and sharing 
number do not necessarily increase. They still depend on the topic 
and the content of the articles.

• BUT we do believe the message spread out by the following ways:
• View the title and abstract of the article (no counts);
• Share article with other ways, like screen cut, describe in their own words 

(no counts);

• Because people will talk about it and more people and groups 
reach to us for cooperation.



Viewer groups

GROUP
Enthusiasm on social 

media
Tend to share Number of people

General public
Change with time and 

topic
Yes, but it’s a hot topic 
or related to a hot topic

Everyone on internet

Educator Yes Yes Small (potentially large)

Public who interested in 
astronomy

Yes Very much Large

Amateur astronomer Very much Very much Medium

Professional astronomer
If interested or related 

to
If interested or related 

to
Small

(about 3000 in China)



Changes

• Clear targets: 
• Improve China-VO/IVOA impact in astronomy community;
• Interact within China-VO member and partner more efficiently;

• Contents: 
• How to use China-VO platform; Our new service; Data release; 

Cooperation; News related to us; Tutorial about VO tools/tech; Research 
and paper use VO services;

• More official and point to a specific group: astronomer, educator, 
students, etc...



Frist data release 
from Antarctic Survey 

Telescopes

Editor Ling:
Welcome to publish the following result on our
Advances in Polar Science, website is www.aps-
polar.org

Sunny rainy season:
Question from beginner, is the figure data 
picture? What is survey data then? Could you 
explain more, Thank you.

EXAMPLE

Comments after 
Article



Frist data release 
from Antarctic Survey 

Telescopes

Professor Shang:
All members of the scientific expedition team 
worked hard for many years to achieve this 
result. Thank you everyone! 

EXAMPLE

Article about 
paper shared by 
the paper’s first 
author with 
comment



Astronomer use 
LAMOST data 

discover over ten 
thousand quasars

People who likes this article.

Prof. Wu:
Thank you!

EXAMPLE

Article about 
paper shared to 
moments by 
someone and 
be comment 
with the paper’s 
first author



GAIA dr2 data, 
welcome to China

Ms. Lin:

Here is GAIA data for Chinese user.

EXAMPLE

Article shared to 
a big astronomy 
chatting group 
by astronomy 
student



Other thoughts

• Final goal: make people realize IVOA when they use data related 
to the work of IVOA

• Proactive promotion to target group: astronomer, students, etc...

• Don't ignore impact of amateur astronomers or even public

• Keep posting


