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Abstract
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Status of This Document

This is a Note. The first release of this document was 2008 May 23.

This is an IVOA Note expressing suggestions from and opinions of the authors. It is intended to share best practices, possible approaches, or other perspectives on interoperability with the Virtual Observatory. It should not be referenced or otherwise interpreted as a standard specification.

A list of current IVOA Recommendations and other technical documents can be found at http://www.ivoa.net/Documents/. 
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1 Introduction

Purpose of this White Paper.

2 The Data Curation and Preservation Landscape

National and international initiatives in data curation and preservation.  Itemize and describe some of the key activities.  Do national VO projects have any input into these initiatives, and do these initiatives have relevance, either immediate or long-term, to the VO?

3 At-Risk Data Collections in Astronomy

What data collections are at risk of being lost?  What is their magnitude and what are the consequences of losing them?  What are the challenges to preserving and curating them?

· Photographic plates

· Data published on websites

· Data associated with journal articles

4 Preservation of Astronomical Software

Is software preservation needed?  Practical?  Affordable?
5 Data and Metadata Quality and Curation

Describe role of IVOA and national VO projects in data and metadata quality.  Is this the appropriate role?  Should the VO do more, or less?  What tools or methods might be appropriate to apply for data and metadata quality checking?

6 Interoperability

To what extent should we strive for interoperability between astronomical data and data from other disciplines?  To what extent is this feasible?  If this is important, what approach should we take?  What mechanisms are needed?   

7 Recommendations

Appendix A: “Appendix Title”

Insert appendix here
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