
Australia’s National Science Agency

Automatic builds 
of the ADQL 
Standard

James Dempsey  |  7 May 2020



• Check every pull request automatically

• Has the change broken the document?

• What does the result of the change look like?

• Benefits:
• Quick feedback for the authors

• Helps reviewers see what has changed

• Identify bugs (tex is code) quickly!

Why do automatic builds?



• GitHub Actions
• https://github.com/ivoa-std/ADQL/blob/master/.github/workflows/build.yml

• Build is part of the repository

• Run as part of the GitHub 
ecosystem

• Another good alternative is 
Travis

How we set it up

https://github.com/ivoa-std/ADQL/blob/master/.github/workflows/build.yml


What the build does

• Steps
1. Checkout the branch

2. Prepare a build environment

3. Make the document

4. Check that the pdf has been 
built

5. Publish the PDF with the PR



Where to find the document



How does it affect the pull request



• Events that trigger builds are defined in the workflow

• We’ve chosen to tie these to pull requests

When do builds happen?



• Thanks to
• Ole Streicher – original Travis build template

• Pat Dowler – Trigger recommendations

• DAL group – debugging and feedback on the implementation
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